APPENDIX A 

CONFIDENTIAL RECORD SHEET 
REGISTRATION, SUBSCRIPTION, and STATISTICAL SERVICE 
80Y SCOUTS OF AMERICA 



Date J^ie 17. 1925 



Full name 

Address 
City 



John Zric French 

(No initials if you can possibly get full name) 



Martins'oursr 



State West Tirarinia Zip Code 25/101 
(This is important and should be exact.) 



Date of birth April 30. 1961 

Approximate age 2d. (To be used ONLY when date of birth is not known) 

Rel igion 



Nationality American 



Occupation Laborer 



Education Hi^h School 
Weight 



Height 



:*10 f 



Race 



White 



Color of hair 



Dark 3rown 



Color of eyes 



3rown 



Outstanding characteristics or interests S (Active ?MC co Rescue Scuad) 
Married or single Single Children none 
Spouse's name ^one 



(Numoer, ages, and names, if possible 



Scouting connections : 



Unit No* 



Citx 



State 



Office 



Troop 161 Mart ins "burs', SA 
Troop 58 Martinsburi , WV MC 

Special recognition ga^le Scout ' o.A. Ti-il 



Oate registered Date resigned 

2/3/83 5 /I6 /85 

7 '23/83 '16/85 



Suspended or denied registration for following reasons: 
See Attached 

SPECIFY THE FACTS WHICH LEAD YOU TO RECOMMEND DENIAL OF REGISTRATION, AND LIST 
ATTACHED SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS (STATE ONLY KNOWN FACTS, NOT RUMOR, CONJECTURE, 
OR SPECULATION): 



D 



F. STARCN 

JUN2 41S85 



Signed 



APR 1 5 '38 
JOSEPH L AHGUti 



SCOUT EXECUTIVE ' ^ 
Council r/^/^u/Ao^ /}£&f - j?7 ~ 
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January 22, 1991 



Mr. Vnw 7. Wolfersber»er 
Scout Zrcecutive 

Shenandoah Area Council, wo. 593 



PSSONAL \.*n3 CQSTFIBETTIAL SUBJECT: John S. French 



Dear Bill: 

A recent check of our Ineligible Volunteer File against the rTational Easrie 
Scout Association indicated Chat the above na?ned individual is nresentlv a 
aeasber of !fZSA« 

This individual is iistad on our Ineligible Volunteer File and -sill rmt he 
rait ted to r^^^at^r with the n oy Scouts of America. V/» ***»n?ed **r>u to v *» 
awarn of tr.is, so that the individual cannot participate in inv activities 
vtth the council, simply because he is a ^eirtber of ME5T A • He ^ K cuii not 
participate in anv leadership capacity or assune any responsibility in the ^oy 
3cout3 of America. f?e cotild participate as a parent if he has a son or 
daughter involved. 

7s wanted to *aake you avare of this, so you would not involve Mb. Let us 
know if you have any questions* 

Sincerely, 



Paul 2ms t, Director 

Registration and Statistical Service 

eko 

cc: Juries D. Wilson, Southeast Region 



|0 Rue 
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July 14, 1938 



Mr. Scott F. Reynolds 

BOWLES, REYNOLDS 5 RISAYI 

Attorneys at Law 

P.O. 3ox 2149 

314 West John Street 

Marti nsburg, WV 25401 

Re: John Eric French 



Dear Mr. Reynolds: 

Tour letter of ftercn 10, 1983, regarding tne referenced indi vidua 
has been forwarded to lae. 

It is our understanding that Mr. Francn was given the opportunity 
for a review of the action taken at the tiae'he was notified 
regarding his registration. 

If this is not the case, please nofity ne and we will arrange for 
review if that is what he wishes. 

Thank you. 

Very truly yours, 



David K. Park 
National Legal Counsel 



DK?:nfc 
4604c 




National Office 

BOY SCOUTS OF AMERICA 

1325 Walnut Hill Lane 
Irving, Texas 75036-3096 
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n e c s I v E D 

MAH 1 4 1983 

William J. McLaughlin 
214-580-2020 

DAVID K. PAR* 19 



CYNTHIA GAITHER BOWLES 
SCOTT F. REYNOLQS 
DIANA COOK RISAVI 



ATTORNEYS AT LAW 

P.O. SOX 2149 
314 WEST JOHN STREET 
MARTINS8URG, WV 25*01 




March 10, 19R8 



Personnel Committee 
C/O Boy Scouts of America 
National Council 
1325 Walnut Hill Lane 
Irving, Texas 75038 

Re: John Eric French 

Dear Committee Members: 

I have been contacted by and represent Mr. J. Eric French regarding his 
suspension from the Boy Scouts of America. Eric has been involved with the Bov 
Scouts of America for quite a few years including serving as an assistant scoutmaster 
for a local troop for eight (8) vears, since he was eighteen years old* His record 
of service with the Bov Scouts of America was exemplarv and unquestioned. 

Bv letter dated June 15, 1985, Mr* French was informed that his registration 
with the Bov Scouts of America was suspended- This was based, we believe, on 
allegations made against him regarding an incident which was supposed to have 
occurred sometime in the summer of 1984. Mr. French has never had a proper 
opportunitv or forum in which to defend himself or his name* Mr. French has 
continuousiv asked the local council for information (ie, names, dates, places, times, 
etc.) of the alleged incident, but has of this date been refused* Mr. French denies 
that any such encounter took place, but he also hopes that vou can appreciate the 
difficulfv of preparing a defense when you are not aware of the allegations against 
vou. 

One further item which should be brought to vour attention. At the initial 
dismissal meeting, Mr. French was told that the entire proceedings and decision 
were confidential. He has since heard through various sources in the community, 
that at least one person who was present at the dismissal meeting has breached 
the confidentiality of the meeting and has spread the allegations to third parties. 
This should be taken up by the Boy Scouts of America in some form. If you wish 
to contact me, I can provide you with additional information concerning this breach 
of the confidentiality 
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Personnel Committee 
Page 2 

March 10, 1988 



Mr. French seeks only to have his name cleared and to be restored to the 
privileges and duties which are associated with being a member of the Boy Scouts 
of America* I will look forward to hearing from you regarding this review of his 
suspension* If you need any further information, please feel free to contact me. 
Thank you for your prompt attention to this matter- 



Sincerely, 




oc: J. Eric French 



SFR/glb 
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RECEIVED 

JUN 3 1S3S 
^av - K. PARK 




Harold SokoJsky 

214-530-3303 

3400 
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Dear Mr. Love; 

Hy name is John 3ric French. I an writing to you' to ask for your help 
j n a matter involving mysel f .a^H Eha Shenandoah A rea Council, riaSA, In *>une 
of 1985, L was called into a meeting with MrT^TTj lam SoITensoSrger (council 
executive), Mr. Roy Xoung (District Commissioner), and the head of the 
sponsoring institution for Troop i6l. At this meeting, I was told I was 
dismissed from troop lol and Scouting, The reason given to me was that one 
of the scouts at Troop l6i claimed that I took him away from a troop camp- 
out to a nearby house and played with his genitals* This is the only infor- 
mation I was given. 

I was then advised to get a lawyer, hut if I fought the council I would 
lose. At that time, I chose to drop the matter and leave scouting on the 
urging of several friends in scouting since a court battle would be damaging 
to both myself and area scouting. 

As far as I can tell this started at summer camp in 19S^. At that time, 
three scouts from Troop i6l said I tried to molest them at camp, but on returning 
home when the scouts were asked they said they just made it up. I started to 
to leave Troop lol at that time but Scoutmaster Bob Horan and Hoy loung asked 
me to stay with the troop. From that time until the time of my dismissal 
meeting, I never heard of any more complaints. 

At the dismissal meeting, I was not given the name of the boy accusing 
me or any more details. At that time, I was told that what was said in the 
meeting would go no further. Since that time, I have learned of accusations 
being made about that meeting and my behavior at my place, of employment, my 
volunteer fire department, and even my brother-in-laws Civil War reinactment 
group. 

I am sorry to say that I have lost all respect for the 3oy Scouts 
and the Scout Oath and Law, If a boy can place a charge against any adult 
leader and get away with it without the leader being given a chance to have 
time to defend himself, then something is very wrong. 

I ask that you look into this matter, so that I can at least say the 
Boy Scouts of America did treat me fairly. I do not believe that I was treated 
properly by the local council and do not believe they would treat me fairly 
if 1 approached them to try and resolve this matter. 

L thank you for your time and I hope you can help. 
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A program for Cub 



Boy Scouts, and Explorers 



SCOUTING/USA 



National Office 

BOY SCOUTS OF AMERICA 

1325 Walnut Hill Lane, Irving, Texas 75038-3096 
Telephone: 214-659-2000 



June 25, 1985 



Mr. William Wolfersberger 
Scout Executive 

Shenandoah Area Council, No. 598 
PERSONAL AND CONFIDENTIAL 
Dear Bill : 

Thank you for the information which you sent us concerning John Eric French. 
This shall be most helpful to us as we set up a file to refuse future 
registration attempts. 

Were any other youths involved with Mr. French? The confirmation of other 
instances would certainly help us to have a more solid case. I hope you will 
send me anything else which may become available to you. 



Please let us know if we may be of help. 
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Mr. 77 ill! am ".f. Wolf ers berger 

Scout 3xecutive 

Shenandoah Area Council, 3SA. 

P.C. 3ox 52C7 

Winchester, 7a. , 22601 

Hear 3111, 

I am writing you in response to your concerns about, 
Troop 1 6 1 Unit Leader ax Gamp Rock Enon in 1934 , 3ric ?renci. 
Luring the week of July 1 5-2*1 , 1984 several situations were 
brought to my attention. 

These situations were stated by five scouts from Troop 161. 
The scouts making ^ * * - * <mmm&m 




_________ said that M 3ric ?rench is a PQW] 

Assista^ 3coutmaster . "I^H said that 3ric called 
when II spilled water when he was cooking on outpost 




SI 
TUP ID" 
He 



also stated that "373SrOIT-i s~ep together l /^as requested by '^fic • e ^ 
(Sveryone ras asked to undo their sleepingbags and use them as 



a community s leeping 3LAITK3IS). IS TH3 CAMPSITE: On Priday, 

MB^M aid not clean tent and 3ric took their Pootlocker, 
.king stick. Walking stick was found in the woods and 



■41 



ana waJ 



the footlocker was in 3ric 1 s tent. Then 



took 3ric 1 s hat 



an^light. When all three got together their was lots of "Telling". 



questioned 3ric s right to 



I question that actiaias w 
was a form of discipline.) 



ake their stuff. ( As Gamp Director, 
d 3ric [ s response was thj * 
said that 3ric grabbed^ 



neck as he told him to "K33P TZIIT XSAl". On Thursday morning, 
3eth said that 3j^^ji|ndcuff|c^wo scouts from trooo 3 1 to a tree. 
The scouts were m^W^'^^^^j ? - Tiey out Sric 1 s sleeoln^bag 



and sack uo the 



said that the Camp Staff was "great". He had the 



most to say aoout ^ric s actions during their outpost 

He said that 3ric provided a big sheet of plastic^gj^a^gyone 

-sen qn( everyone included 3ric and six scouts ) . ^O^^^ and 

cooked while 3ric read directions. They had a camp firs . 

3ric asked ALL the boys to unzip sleepingbags and they used them 
as blankets. 
boys •"He wok 



chest. 3ric_ 
strings to 
been hurt on the 
acused of touching! 




one sl#ff together"^. "3ric sl*£p in the middle of 
up at ab out 1 2:3 and put SeaSs head on 3ric ! s 



nana on 




stomach. 3ric pla; 



.ve^w^th t: 

sweats! 3sSlier in the camp outpost ■SSfl had 
qq and when 3ric checked the injury he was 



the upper leg near underwear line. 



TBalso said that ^ric had given the boys "veggies", 
pglalso mentioned the actions mentioned in Seth 1 s summary 
Ll1 T.g with footlocker and handcuffs. Sean said that Seth and 
I noticed 3ric was "WAICEDIG" the boys very closely as they 
showered* 
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PAG-i 2 of the Sric French letter to 3111 Wolf ersberger 



Kaii^i^^p said that Sric go^^real mad at | | while they 

were cooking on outpost because Illllftp lit the water. Sric also 
got mad at the pie mix* Sean cut leg and 3ric treated the first aid* 
Sric insisted that the boys sleep together using sleepingbags as 
blankets and when they que stioned the arrangements they were 
denied other arrangements. I gffaBHB ^^ sleep ingbag got wet because of the 
arrangemer^^jmncrding to IHE~ CAMPSIT^^B^B said that 

Sric took ^^^^a?oot locker without permission ^fff^y he took Chris's 
knife and jacket without permission. Sric Handcuffed two scouts 
from Troop^l to a tree for about 3 minutes. They wanted to be 
set free, ^ric took the handcuffsand key for another 45 minutes 
letting the two boys free. 



after 



IFiiag^^AiYEJ'll said that Sri^made the boys all sleep on the same 
sheet of plastic. He said that and 3ric wresnjled and cut a 

^hirt while doing this. O THE CAMP3IT3:^^^^Hsaid that HHH and 
rere giving Sric a hard time by leaving the campsite before 
cleaning up their tent. That is why Sric took the footlocker. He 
also conf ermed that two scouts from troop 3 1 were handcuffed to 
tree but did not know why. 



HHHHHHHHi said that he knew nothing but he was with 
group of boys wanting to make a complaint against Sric. 



the 



My actions were as follows: When the boys approached me with 
their problem I obtained the services of Randy Smith; CSS Program 
Director, Brad Coffey; CR3 Commissioner, and Rich Qmdorff ; CR3 
Medical Officer. Randy and Brad sat in on the statements by the boys 
but did not make any written notes about the statements. ^S3CS| stayed 
with the boys that we still needed to talk with while they waited 
in the Program room in Buffalo Lodge. After each boy spoke to us they 
then waited on the front portch of Buffalo Lodge. 



After hearing the boys 1 statements Randy, Brad and I decided 
that we needed to speak to 3ric. Therefore, Brad and I went to the 
campsite ( Pinnacle ) to speak to 3ric. At the site we found things 
in clam order and 3ric was at the shelter. We asked about the above 
stated situations and he said that the first aid was don*hy the book, 
the sleeping together was done to keep the scouts warmer, the _ 
assistance 
late, 

hurt anyone, 
the scouts 

actions but did admi 
differently to avoid 



in meal prep was done to 
was do&e in 



the handcuffing 



save time because it was getting 
fun nature and was not ment to 



iiie 



knife 



for 



not cleaning 



and jacket were taken to descipline 
eir tent, and he denied any questionable 
that he could have done somethings a little 
conflicts. At this point in time Sric decided 
zo leave camp because he was upset. Later that day Mr. Bob f*\oco<i\ 
came to camp and told me that the boys were stretching the truth 
and that the would like to withdraw their complaints and the boys 
were there and agreed to this. However, their agreement might have 

atements. Therefore, no action 

was taken on the statements 



f W% VAUGbh? U s3 r S *wS W« 

at that time. 





Ic \ rs 1 2 3 ; : : ;i ig , 
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frj^ JLjJd Ur/cC/ ^>^-2 -42> JU j^d- djQ 

^^^^H^ ^^a^tu^J z&a*hMl»«^<" 

J. ^r^'^wuf ' i= ^ ; 
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June 25, 1985 



Mr. Willi am Holfersberger 
Scout Executive 

Shenandoah Area Council, Mo. 598 
PERSONAL AND CONFIDENTIAL 
Dear Bill: 

Thank you for the Information which you sent us concerning John Eric French. 
This shall be most helpful to us as we set up a file to refuse future 
registration attempts. 

Were any other youths involved with Mr. French? The confirmation of other ^ 
instances would certainly help us to have a more solid case. I hope you will 
send me anything else which stay become available to you. 

Please let us know if we may be of help. 

Sincerely, 



Paul Ernst, Director 
Registration, Subscription a 
Statistical Service 

elf 

cc: Southeast Region 
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w 



June 15, 1985 



dohn 3«rrench 




flartinsburg. w v 



Dear Mr. French, 

After careful review, we have decided that your registration with the Boy 
Scouts of America should be suspended. We are therefore compelled to reouest 
that you sever any relations that you may have with the Boy Scouts of America. 

You should understand that soA leadership registration is a privilege and is 
not automatically granted to everyone who applies. We reserve the right to 
-uspend registration whenever there is a concern that an individual may not 

asure up to the high standards of leadership which the J3csA seeks to provide 
for American youth. Please also understand that this decision and the reasons 
for it will maintained as confidential. 

If you wish to have this decision reviewed, please write to me. explaining 
your version of the facts supporting your claim that your registration as a 
BSA leader should he granted or reinstated. 

Sincerely yours^T/ 

Skeeter Knee 
President 




MEMBER AdENCY OF THE UNITED WAY OF 
BERKELEY. CLARKE. FREDERICK, JEFFERSON AND VARREN COUNTIES 
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